
PIRI REIS MAP - 1513 



 In 1929, an incomplete map of 1513 drawn on a gazelle skin is discovered by a group of historians in Constantinople. 

This map shows the eastern coast of South America and the western coast of Africa with more or less accurate bearings.

This accuracy is impossible in 16th century due to poor knowledge of cartography.

At that time no one was supposed to determine longitudinal coordinates.

Piri Reis map has become very famous, however it is not the only ancient authentified map that raises question marks to 

the scientists.

When the Antartic wasn't covered with an ice-cap

 Piri Reis with the real name of « Piri Ibn Haji Memmed » was a famous Admiral of the Turkish fleet. His highly ranked 

position allowed him privileged access to the imperial library of Constantinople. In a series of notes on the map, he 

asserts that some of the 20 maps he compiled and copy were used as source maps dating back to Alexander the Great 

(fourth century BC) and that others are founded on mathematics.

This map has been studied by capitain Arlington H. Mallery who discovered that the Piri Reis map shows the northen 

coastline of Antartica ? That's extremely puzzling due to the fact that Antartica has been officially discovered in 1818 

furthermore the map shows the real coastline under the ice. Geological evidence confirms that the latest date Queen 

Maud Land could have been charted free of ice is around 4000 BC.

According to geologists it seems that the coastline has remained ice-free for at least 9 000 years before being engulfed 

again by the ice-cap.

The development of well known civilizations occured long after.

Finaly, the real enigma of this map doesn't reside in the fact that it describes an isolated and unknowned continent up to 

the 19th century but that it describes a part of the Atlantic coast in climatic conditions that ended up 6000 years ago and 

that have never occured since.



 The studies of Piri Reis map by Arlington H. Mallery 
 

 In 1953, a Turkish naval officer sent the Piri Reis map to the U.S. Navy Hydro graphic Bureau. To evaluate it, M.I. 

Walters, the Chief Engineer of the Bureau, called for help Arlington H. Mallery, an authority on ancient maps, who had 

previously worked with him. After a long study, Mallery discovered the projection method used. To check out the accuracy 

of the map, he made a grid and transferred the Piri Reis map onto a globe: the map was totally accurate. He stated that  

the only way to draw map of such accuracy was the aerial surveying: but who, 6000 years ago, could have used 

airplanes to map the earth? And this was Antartica ice free. The Hydro graphic Office couldn’t believe what they saw: 

they were even able to correct some errors in the present days maps! The precision on determining the longitudinal 

coordinates, on the other hand, shows that to draw the map it was necessary to use the "spheroid trigonometry", a 

process supposedly not know until the middle of 18th century. Hapgood has proved that the Piri Reis map is plotted out  

in plane geometry, containing latitudes and longitudes at right angles in a traditional “grid”; yet it is obviously copied from 

an earlier map that was projected using spherical trigonometry! Not only did the early map makers knew that the Earth  

was round, but they had knowledge of its true circumference to within 50 miles!

 

 Professeur H. Hapgood ancient maps collection
 

 Professeur H. Hapgood had sent his collection of "ancient maps" to Richard Strachan, at the Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology. Hapgood wanted to know exactly the mathematical level needed in order to draw the original source maps. 

Strachan answered in 1965, saying that the level had to be very high. In fact Strachan said that in order to draw such  

maps, the authors had to know about  the spheroid trigonometry,  the curvature of  the earth,  methods of  projection, 

knowledge that is of a very high level. The way the Piri Reis map shows the Queen Maud land, its coastlines, its rivers, 

mountain ranges, plateaus, deserts, bays, has been confirmed by a British Swedish expedition to Antarctica (as said by 

Olhmeyer in his letter to Hapgood); the researchers, using sonar and seismic soundings, indicated that those bays and 

rivers... were underneath the ice-cap, which was about one mile thick. It showed Antarctica ice free.

The Piri Reis Map 

 Piri Reis acknowledged that he was not at the origin of the topographical survey. His rule has been to compiled and to  

copy datas. Some maps that inspired him were dating back to the fourth century BC some even before that.

He had no clue of the cartographs identity.



On 6th July 1960 the U. S. Air Force responded to Prof. Charles H. Hapgood of Keene College, specifically to his request 

for an evaluation of the ancient Piri Reis Map:

TO: Prof Charles H. Hapgood, Keene College

Dear Professor Hapgood,

Your request of evaluation of certain unusual features of the Piri Reis Antarctica map of 1513 by this 
organization has been reviewed.. The claim that the lower part of the map portrays the Princess Martha 
Coast of Queen Maud Land, Antarctic, and the Palmer Peninsular, is reasonable. We find that this is the 
most logical and in all probability the correct interpretation of the map. The geographical detail shown 
in the lower part of the map agrees very remarkably with the results of the seismic profile made across 
the top of the ice-cap by the Swedish-British Antarctic Expedition of 1949.This indicates the coastline 
had been mapped before it was covered by the ice-cap. This part of Antarctica ice free. The ice-cap in 
this region is now about a mile thick. We have no idea how the data on this map can be reconciled with 
the supposed state of geographical knowledge in 1513.

Harold Z. Ohlmeyer Lt. Colonel, USAF Commander

 Professor Hapgood reached a conclusion that he explained in 1966 in his book - Maps of the ancient sea 

kings -.



- « It appears that accurate information has been passed down from people to people. It appears that the 
charts must have originated with a people unknown and they were passed on, perhaps by the Minoans 
and the Phoenicians, who were, for a thousand years and more, the greatest sailors of the ancient world. 
We have evidence that they were collected and studied in the great library of Alexandria (Egypt) and the 
compilations of them were made by the geographers who worked there. Piri Reis had probably come into 
possession of charts once located in the Library of Alexandria, the well-known most important library 
of the ancient times. »
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