
Gerardus Mercator  1512 – 1594



Mercator short biography: 

Gerardus Mercator (born 5 March 1512 in Rupelmonde, county of Flanders (in 
modern  Belgium),  died  2  December  1594  in  Duisburg,  Dutchies  united  of 
Jülich-Cleves-Berg (modern-day Germany) was a cartographer, philosopher and 
mathematician. He is best known for his work in cartography, in particular the 
World Map of 1569 based on a new projection for a nautical  chart which 
represented sailing courses of constant bearing as straight lines (loxodromes) 
with orthogonal lines of longitude, spaced evenly, and lines of latitude. He was 
the first to use the term « atlas » for a collection of maps. 

Mercator  was  appointed  Court  Cosmographer  to  Duke  Wilhelm of  Cleve,  in 
1564. During this period he began to perfect the new map projection for which 
he is best remembered. The 'Mercator projection' that bears his name was 
first used by him in 1569 for a wall map of the world on 18 separate sheets 
entitled:
New and more complete representation of the terrestrial globe properly adapted for its use  
in navigation.

The 'Mercator projection' having the property that lines of longitude, latitude 
and rhomb lines all appearing as straight lines on the map. 

He wrote on the map :
... spread on a plane the surface of a sphere in such a way that the positions of all places  
shall correspond on all sides with each other both in so far as true direction and distance  
are concerned and as concerns true longitudes and latitudes.

World map of 1569



Our main concern for the World map of 1569 lies on the details featured on 
the North Pole, clearly shown on the lower left of the atlas above.
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Closer view of the North Pole

 

The most intriguing is the fact the north pole is shown iceless ? 

In Phaedo paras 609, Socrates mentioned 4 rivers :

609 -"Now these rivers are many, and mighty, and diverse, and there are four principal ones, of which the greatest and  
outermost is that called Oceanus, which flows round the earth in a circle; and in the opposite direction flows Acheron, 
which passes under the earth through desert places, into the Acherusian Lake: this is the lake to the shores of which the  
souls of the many go when they are dead, and after waiting an appointed time, which is to some a longer and to some a  
shorter time, they are sent back again to be born as animals. The third river rises between the two, and near the place of  
rising pours into a vast region of fire, and forms a lake larger than the Mediterranean Sea, boiling with water and mud;  
and proceeding muddy and turbid, and winding about the earth, comes, among other places, to the extremities of the  
Acherusian Lake, but mingles not with the waters of the lake, and after making many coils about the earth plunges into  
Tartarus at a deeper level. This is that Pyriphlegethon, as the stream is called, which throws up jets of fire in all sorts of 
places. The fourth river goes out on the opposite side, and falls first of all into a wild and savage region, which is all of a 
dark-blue color, like lapis lazuli; and this is that river which is called the Stygian River, and falls into and forms the 
Lake Styx, and after falling into the lake and receiving strange powers in the waters, passes under the earth, winding 
round in the opposite direction to Pyriphlegethon, and meeting in the Acherusian Lake from the opposite side. And the 
water  of  this  river  too  mingles  with  no  other,  but  flows  round  in  a  circle  and  falls  into  Tartarus  over  against  

Pyriphlegethon, and the name of this river, as the poet says, is Cocytus." 



The four rivers of Eden 



Rodney cluff in his article « the living earth » :
http://www.ourhollowearth.com/TheLivingEarth.htm

comments the mercator map :

In THE SMOKY GOD, Olaf Jansen gives a description of where the Garden of Eden is located. 
Inside the earth, Olaf Jansen says, "The City of 'Eden' is located in what seems to be a beautiful 
valley, yet, in fact, it is on the loftiest mountain plateau of the Inner Continent, several thousand 
feet higher than any portion of the surrounding country. It is the most beautiful place I have ever 
beheld in all my travels. In this elevated garden all manner of fruits, vines, shrubs, trees, and 
flowers grow in riotous profusion. In this garden four rivers have their source in a mighty artesian 

fountain. They divide and flow in four directions." (THE SMOKY GOD, pp. 113, 114) 

That mountain can be seen on Mercator's map of the arctic which first appeared as a vignette in 
his 1569 world map. The Flemish geographer and cartographer Gerardus Mercator's methods of 
map-making were so accurate and reliable that they are still commonly used today (for example, 
the Mercator projection) and have remained virtually unchanged for nearly 450 years! His maps 
of Europe and the known world were exceptionally accurate and were commonly used with a 
great degree of reliability for navigation and commerce.

Bear in mind that prior to the advent of GPS and satellite navigational aids, exploration was the 
sole method of acquiring the data necessary for accurately portraying geographical details on a 
map. So, when we view Mercator's representation of the Arctic as containing a large landmass, 
equally divided into four sections by massive rivers, it stands to reason that this data was 
acquired by means of thorough exploration. It also is apparent that, according to the perspective 
of the early explorers, they had no way of knowing that the land mass they were then 
encountering actually lay at the interior of the earth. Instead they assumed, as did many at the 
time, that the massive island or continent they found was actually an "island at the top of the 
world." Mercator's representation of the Arctic also very closely parallels the experiences of Olaf 

Jansen and his father in their exploration of the inner world. 

So, it can be seen why and how these myths of an "undiscovered" northern region ... a land 
beyond the north wind came to be and how a man, so obsessed with details as was Mercator, 

painstakingly reproduced the knowledge he had in his possession on his map of the Arctic. 

http://www.ourhollowearth.com/TheLivingEarth.htm

